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CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

APR 1 2 2007 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of 
claims in the subject application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
an input/output (I/O) device beif\§ operative to: 
receive a fragment of electronic data from a node on a network ; 
detemiine ch aracteristics of the fragment of electronic data: 
oxamino tho fragment of oioGtronic data; and 

moderate one or more interrupts to a processor of an intorrupt sohomo on 
an aGGOoiated comput i ng p l atfomi processor if the characteristics 
of the fragment of electronic data indicate that the fragment of 
electronic data is compri se s latency-sensitive data. 

2- (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the latency- 
sensitive data comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device comprises a 
networi< interface card (NIC). 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the latency- 
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6, 



7. 



8. 



sensitive data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority 
designation. 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by substantially immediately asserting said one 
or more interrupts of said associated computing platfomi processor. 
(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts of said 
associated computing piatform processor so that a predetermined number 
of interrupts per unit of time is not exceeded. 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by deferring said one or more intermpts until a 
particular number of fragments of electronic data of a particular type are 
received by said I/O device. 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said I/O device 
is operative to moderate by deferring said one or more interrupts until a 
particular quantity of electronic data is received. 
(Original) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said moderation of 
associated computing platform interrupt scheme is configurable through a 
user interface. 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising: 

said I/O device further being operative to measure a particular period of 
time after the receipt of a fragment of electronic data, and to 
moderate one or more interrupts of an associated computing 
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platform after said particular period of time has elapsed. 

(Currently Amended) A method of moderating one or more interrupts of an 
associated computing platform comprising: 

receiving a fragment of electronic data from a node on a network : 

detemiininq characteristics of the fragment of electronic data: 

oxam i n i ng the f ragmoot of olootron i o data; and 

moderating one or more interrupts to a processor of an int e rrupt cchomo 
on an associatod comput i ng p l atform proooGcor if the 
characteristics of the fragment of electronic data indicate that the 
fra gment of electronic data is eeffi p fis o e latency-sensitive data. 

(Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said latency- 
sensitive data comprisesf an acknowledgement (ACK). 
(Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said latency- 
sensitive data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority 
designation. 

(Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises 
substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platfonm 
processor 

(Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said one or more interrupts of said associated computing 
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platform processor if a predetermined number of interrupts per unit time is 
met or exceeded. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said one or more interrupts until a particular number of fragments 
of electronic data of a particular type are received. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of electronic 
data is received. 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein said moderating is configurable 
through a user Interface, 

19. (Original) The method of claim 1 1 , and further comprising: 

measuring a particular period of time after the receipt of a fragment of 
electronic data; and 

perfonning said moderating after said particular period of time has 
elapsed. 

20. (Currently Amended) An article comprising: 
a storage medium; 

said storage medium having stored thereon instructions, that when 

executed by a computing platform, result in execution of a method 

Docket No.: Pi 2249 6 Utility Patent Application 

Application No.: 10/007.082 

PAGE 9/16 * RCVD AT 4/1212007 4:00:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF.5/4 ' DNIS:2738300 * CSID:480 715 7738 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-00 



fiPR-12-2007 13=18 



FROM INTEL LEGAL 



TO 915712738300 



P. 10/16 



22. 



23. 



of processing latenoy sensitive electronic data comprising: 
receiving a fragment of electronic data from a node on a network : 

determining characteristics of the fragment of electronic data: 

e xamining th e fragment of o l octronic data; and 

moderating one or more interaipts to a processor of on interrupt ochomo 
on an^oeoGiatod oomputing p l atfomn proooooor if the characteristics 
of the fragment of electronic data indicate that the fragment of 
electronic data is oompri se s latency-sensitive data. 

(Previously Presented) The article of claim 20, wherein said latency- 
sensitive data comprises an acknowledgement (ACK). 

(Previously Presented) The article of claim 20, wherein said latency- 
sensitive data comprises one or more data packets that have a priority 
designation. 

(Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises 
substantially immediately interrupting said associated computing platform 
processor, 

(Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said interrupting of said associated computing platform 
processor. 
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26. 



27. 



28. 



(Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said one or more intermpts until a particular number of 
fragments of electronic data of a particular type are received. 

(Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating comprises 
deferring said one or more interrupts until a particular quantity of electronic 
data is received. 

(Original) The article of claim 20, wherein said moderating is configurable 
through a user interface. 

(Original) The article of claim 20, and further comprising: 

measuring a particular period of time after the receipt of a fragment of 
electronic data; and 

performing said moderating after said particular period of time has 
elapsed. 

(Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

an input-output (I/O) being operative to: 

receive a fragment of electronic data from a node on a network : 

determine characteristics of the fragment of electronic data; 

e xamin e th e fragment Qf"Q l QctroniG - data; - a fld 
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30. 



31. 



moderate one or more interrupts to a processor of an interrupt sch e m e on 
an a ee ociat e d comput i ng platform proc es sor if the characteristics of 
the fragment of electronic data indicate that the fragment of 
electronic data is oompriooo latency-sensitive data. 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 29, wherein one of the one 
or more characteristics of the fragment of electronic data comprises 
packet type. 

(Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 30, wherein said packet 
type comprises an ACK (acknowledgement) packet. 
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